CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

JANUARY 2010
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 21 January 2010
Present:  Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman), Cllr D Pike Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Caddick and Cllr D Milligan
In Attendance: Wilts Cllr C Howard and CPSO P Royston
1. Apologies for Absence.
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda – None declared.
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 19th November 2009 having been circulated, Cllr Close proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising.  None that do not appear on the agenda
6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 WALC – December News Letter.

6.2 Chute PCC – Thank you letter.
6.3 Clerks Direct
The Members noted the correspondence.
7. Playing Fields.


7.1 The Chair introduced a proposed ‘final’ version of the KGPF Constitution.   He then advised Members that Chute Parish Council had formally accepted this final version on 7 January 2010 and asked Members if they were content that he signs the constitution on behalf of Chute Forest PC.  After discussion Members agreed that the pursuance of good governance required on-going management oversight of all Councils’ activities and that the way ahead lay in the establishment of a routine series of meetings between the two Council’s principals, in liaison with the KGPF MC, to ensure that the Councils were able to maintain the degree of understanding and oversight required to meet Local Government standards of good governance.  The initial aim of this liaison would be to concentrate on establishing the details of how the interface with the Management Committee should work in practice.  After reviewing the constitution and  noting the reservations expressed by Chute PC regarding the  KGPF Constitution the Members
RESOLVED that the KGPF Constitution be accepted with due regard to the reservations expressed by Chute PC at its meeting on 7 January 2010 and that the Chairman sign the KGPF Constitution on behalf of the Council.

The Members noted that the KGPF Management Committee had accepted the constitution on 12 January. 

7.2 The Chairman then introduced a review of the viability and specific minimum level of operating reserves.  After discussion it was agreed that it would be prudent for the reserves to be held by the KGPF MC to contain provision for funds being progressively accumulated to meet likely eventualities.  These eventualities have not yet established and must be clarified with the KGPC MC during the coming year.  The overall level of funds to be held in reserve by the KGPF MC should also cover two categories of non-discretionary spend, a general contingency reserve to meet unexpected liabilities and an earmarked reserve to cover loss of revenue necessary to meet general operating costs. It was agreed that the operating costs reserve should be a minimum of 2/3 of such costs in-year plus provision for the Councils’ insurance policy excess (currently £125).    
RESOLVED that the overall provision should be kept under review but that for the present the forecast level of £1406 to the end of 2010/11 was sufficient and that this element of the budget should be agreed.
7.3   Given that a prior decision by the Council(s) to support any capital expenditure would be a pre-requisite for any application for grant funding the Council was unable to approve the inclusion of such expenditure in the proposed budget at this time.  After discussion Members 
RESOLVED that but the inclusion of capital expenditure in the budget was not agreed.
7.4 As resolved above, the element of the budget detailing the operating costs and funds held in reserve are agreed.   Where the balance of the budget is concerned the Council will only give approval after receipt and approval of a detailed Forward Plan and until such agreement is obtained, from both Councils, the KGPF MC members are advised that no capital spend or liabilities may be entered into

Action: Chair KGPF management Committee.

7.5 The Clerk advised the Members that there may be as yet unknown issues that could lead to the Councils’ having to form a joint subcommittee to take over the running of the KGPF and if this were to be the case then a lead council would need to be appointed.   However, this would not preclude the members of the Management Committee from being actively involved in the running of the KGPF.
Members noted the Clerk’s advice.
8. Finance. 

8.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 20 January 2010.

Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.

9. Tidworth Area Board.
As Cllr P Caddick did not attend the meeting no formal report was offered. 
10.
Planning. 
 
10.1. E/09/1624/FUL - Single storey side extension to form new Garage and new hard standing fro front for off road parking at Tiree Chute Forest SP11 9DG for Mr K Crowther.
    Members had previously agreed not to raise any comment.
10.2. E/10/0073/TCA.  Works to a eucalyptus tree in the front garden of the property to consist of pollarding the tree back to a much smaller size by undertaking an overall crown reduction of 50% at Well Cottage Chute Cadley Andover Hants SP11 9DY for Miss J Purdie.  Having considered the application 
Members RESOLVED to not raise any comment.
  11.
Footpaths.
Cllr Close reported that all of the public footpaths and bridleways within the parish have been walked between Christmas 09 and New Year 10, with the following comments:
11.1 Bridleways.

11.1.1 Lodge Lane to Cadley Bottom.  Where the route through the trees ‘breaks out’ into Cadley Bottom field, the old gate has been removed, and a pile of ballast deposited on the ground together with some timbers. Still passable, but comments to be sent to the land owner (Biddesden Farm Partnership)
11.2  Footpaths
11.2.1 1 Longbottom to Forest House.  Additional signs added at the crossing of Coldridge Ride to give better advice on the route of the path.  ‘Local diversion’ as reported in May 2005 still remains in the vicinity of the barn to Forest House,  where a secondary fence alongside one hedgerow has been installed, but the alternative route via two gate is easily traversed. Finger post at the pond (northern end) has rotted and collapsed.
11.2.2 2 Kiln House to Sports Field.  Additional signs affixed to existing posts halfway along this path to clearly advise of the slight change of direction around the field edge.
11.2.3 5 Pollards to Highland Copse.  Sadly the route of this path remains indistinguishable across both fields, despite letter to the land owner.  Using GPS it was walked, including through the maise cover, hedgerow (convenient gap found) and the new tree belt planted to the edge of the southernmost field, although a few of the new trees may actually be on the alignment of the path.   
11.2.4 6 Flinty Cottage.  Existing gap in hedgerow to this path off the C263 road (in Hampshire) was trimmed back to facilitate access.
11.2.5 8 Gamekeepers Cottage to 8063 (to Chute Cadley).  Despite notices to the effect having been erected at each end some years ago, from the hoof marks it appears to still being used as a bridleway.
11.2.6 9 C262 to Gamekeepers Cottage Tangley.
Again hoof marks as if being used as a bridleway. Metal post at eastern end is loose and leaning, as if struck by vehicle.

12.
Village Hall.
Cllr Milligan reported that he continues to be exasperated by the Village Hall Committee but is hopeful that communication will improve in the near future.
13.  Roads.
Cllr Pike reported that the County’s reaction to the recent severe weather was on the whole was acceptable.  However, members were of the opinion that more grit bins are required at junctions and slopes etc and those alternative methods of getting grit prepositioned should be looked at.  The Members directed the Clerk to write to County.

Action: Clerk 
14.
AOB. 

14.1 Wiltshire Councillor.  Cllr C Howard reported that in recent years the Council had used3000 tons of salt grit on the roads. This year, consumption so far has been 8000 tons. Current stocks amount to around 5000 tons, including some to be delivered about now. Central Government has imposed rationing on salt deliveries to Councils, but this only applies to deliveries from the only salt mine in the country in Cheshire. Wiltshire Council has ordered its additional salt from abroad, and thus escapes the Government’s controls on deliveries from Cheshire.  All A and B roads were gritted on a regular basis, plus many C roads, amounting to over half of the County’s road network.  Work is now in hand to repair potholes, and no less than 432 were filled in Wiltshire on 18th January.
14.2 Wiltshire Council is about to start a major public consultation on collection and disposal of household waste to harmonise the arrangements across the country. At present the arrangements are different in all four former District Council areas. The options are:

· Household rubbish one week, recycling and garden waste the next. This is much the same as at present. Average cost per household £123.

· Household rubbish one week, recycling the next and fortnightly collection of plastic bottles and cardboard. Average cost per household £131.

· Household rubbish one week, recycling the next plus fortnightly collection of plastic bottles and cardboard, plus weekly collection of food waste. Average cost per household £148.

· Garden waste will be chargeable on all options.

· This information will be widely circulated and will be available from 2nd February at www.recycleforwiltshire.com 
Members noted the report and thanked Cllr Howard for attending.

14.3 Police.  PCSO P Royston reported that the only incidents recorded were alarm activation at house but it was false alarm and one of a personal nature.  She informed members that PC M Bayliss had taken over as the Beat Manager for the Ludgershall & Rural Beat and stated that his intention was for himself or one of his team to attend as many PC meetings as practicable.
Members noted the report and thanked PCSO Royston for attending
14.1 Parish Clerk.  The Parish Clerk reminded the Members that he intended to stand down as Clerk in July 2010. 
Members noted the Clerk’s intention.

15. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 18th March 2010.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.30pm
Signed:







Date:
Chairman
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Chairman’s initials & date

